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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Julie Limpach 
(216) 707-2261 


Media Advisory 


Tuesday, August 03, 2004 


The Cleveland Museum of Art Presents Rey. Francis Xavier 


Walter, Founder of the Freedom Quilting Bee, on Aug. 11 
Lecture Coincides with The Quilts of Gee’s Bend Exhibition, Now on Display 


Who: 


What: 


When: 


Where: 


Why: 


Admission: 


Information: 


Rev. Francis X. Walter, former director of both the Selma Inter-religious Project and 
two community based group homes for mentally handicapped people in Alabama, best 
known for working with the residents of Gee’s Bend to form the Freedom Quilting Bee 
Cooperative. 


Walter first visited Gee's Bend, a small, isolated, community in southwestern 
Alabama, in Dec. of 1965 while interviewing African-Americans of Wilcox County 
being dispossessed of their properties because they registered to vote. While there, he 
immediately noticed that the quilts that were being created in Gee’s Bend resembled 
pop art and could somehow be sold. 


Walter enlisted the help of others and with their help, put 70 quilts up for auction in 
New York. The auction was a success and lead to the creation of the Freedom Quilting 
Bee Cooperative. 


The quilts, which the women of the cooperative produced, provided the community 
with the money necessary to improve their living conditions and began to appear in 
such department stores as Bloomingdales, Saks Fifth Avenue and Sears, bringing 
widespread recognition. 


Beginning the Freedom Quilting Bee, Rev. Francis X. Walter, founder of the 
Freedom Quilting Bee Cooperative and previous Rector of St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, Birmingham, Ala. will lecture on the origins of the Freedom Quilting Bee. 
Wednesday, Aug. 11 at 6:30 p.m. 

The Recital Hall at the Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Blvd., Cleveland, OH. 
This lecture coincides with The Quilts of Gees Bend, an extraordinary exhibition 
celebrating the artistic legacy of 20" century hand-stitched quilts created by several 
generations of African-American women from Gee’s Bend, Ala. 


Admission is free. 


For more information, call the museum at 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit our website at 
www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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